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Warniclc  Homestead  where  Lincoln  otten  visited 


Aljini'  is  llic  old  Maji)]'  \\;iniii,U  1iimiusU';uI,  jit  wllic-li  Alir:iluun  TJncolii 
was  a   l  ir(|i]cnt  KHi^t-     I  liis  is  one  ol    tlu-  major  .slii  iius  alon;;-  tlic  Dcta- 
tar-S|)riiii;licl(l  sci-tioii  of  the  Lincoln  National  .MiinoiiaJ  Iliuliwav-.  AI)o\c 
is  tlie  SIKH  which  lias  hccii  ei-ectcd  at  the  ohl  honic.    Siniilai-  sij;iis  iiavc  i)ecii 
placed  at  other  bhiliies  alonj;  what  is  known  as  the  old  Sijringfield-Terrc 
I  llanta  road. 

decatttr  ill  rkviitw 

gyNPAy^  -JULY  iW^, 


Lincoln 

Tomb 

Visitors 

UY    H.  W. 

FAY, 

CUaTODL,VN 

^  TliLio  were  one  hundi-od  t\veiit> 
callers  rej^istered  ycaterday  at  Lin- 
coln's tomb. 

Kdwin  Davis  oi:  Decalur  passed  a 
Couple  of  hours  at  iMeiiiorial  hull.  He 
is  engaged  in  writing  a  history  of 

J  M.-icon  county  and  has  a  lot  o£  de- 

.  tails.  His  aim  is  to  verify  every 
.statement  by  the  official  records  and 
has  a  lot  of  very  desirable  tlata.  He 
has  put  in  a  lot  of  time  establishinK 
the  location  of  the  Tlionias  Lincoln 
log-  cabin,  the  route  Lincoln  \vent 
over  in  entering-  Jlacon  county.  He 
finds  that    they    went    to  Decatur, 

^camped  over  nitcht.  and  the  next  day 
went  to  liie  Jolin  Hank's  hoUic  a  few 
miles  nortliwest  of  Decatur.  Here 
the  women  and  children  stayed  until 

;  the  men  folks  had  built  the  log  cabin 
on  the  Sangamon  river.  He  has  a 
lot  of  lata  in  reg^ard  to  the  Hanks 
family.  \Villiam  Hanks,  a  brother  of 
the  mother  of  the  president,  was  one 
of  the  pioneers  of  Macon  county. 
His  sons,  John,  William,  jr.,  and 
James,  were  pronvinent  residents  of  ! 
Macon  county  and  the  Hanks'  name  | 

is  constantly  in  the  records.  

'TTiss  Ilena  iierndon,  the  school  I 
teacher,  brought  out  a  group  of  boys 
and  girls.  | 
George  Teahurg  of  Hock  Island  ' 
went  the  rounds.  I 
Charles  A.  T.  KrimncU  and  sister,  | 
Carrie  Krininell,  of  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.,  : 
heard  many  stories  of  Lincoln  and 
visited  the  tomb  proper. 

Mr.s.   L.   T.    Lundy   of  Taylorvillu  I 

and  party  of  Taylorville  were  after-  I 
iioon  guests. 

f'  Xliss  Inez  McCullough  brought  out  . 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sam  Humphrey  and  j 
two  daughters  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  and  ^ 
Miss   Jessie   Humphrey   of   Normal-.  ^ 

Miv  HupuilirC'y    yp;ir.c;    ago    lived  at 

Petersburg  where  his  father  was  a 
pastor. 


/  vi 

Decgij^ux,  Macon  Co.,  Illinois 
in  1830. 

The  Thomas  Lincoln  family  moved  from  Spencer  County,  Indiana, 
to  Decatur  -  Macon  County  -  Illinois  in  the  spring  of  1830. 

This  move  was  directly  influenced  by  the  fact  that  Abrahams* 
Uncle  ^Villiaii  Kenlis  and  his  cousins  John,  James  and  I7illiam  Jr., 
had  already  settled  in  Macon  County  and  that  John  sent  word  to  Kis 
kinfolhs  in  Indiana  telling  them  of  the  fine  woods  and  prairies, 
and  advising  them  to  "pull  up  stakes"  and  to  come  to  Illinois. 

And  even  the  the  cabin,  smokehouse  and  barn  that  Thomas  Lincoln 
and  his  son  AbraJaam  built  lay  some  miles  west  of  Decatur  (this  on 
a  high  bluff  overlooking  the  San^jamon  river)  nbe  found  time  to  do 
some  sx^ring  plowing  on  the  William  Hanks  farm  of  80  acres  that  lay 
imraediately  west  of  and  adjoining  the  new  town  of  Decatur. 

It  was  while  plowing  in  this  field  that  Abe  heard  a  comiaotion 
in  front  of  the  Renohaw  Tavern  -  left  his  oxen  standing  at  the  low- 
er corner  of  the  field  and  made  his  way,  barefoot,  up  the  gently 
sloping  hillside  to  the  Tavern  site. 

AS  was  usual  -  the  topic  was  politics  and  Abe  spoke  for  the  Old 
Line  Wnig  party  to  which  he  adhered.  And  -  the  tradition  says  that 
"the  crovvd  cheered  ^rildly"-  the  gathering  must  have  been  sparse 
indeed  for  there  were  but  very  few  settlers  here  as  yet  and  James 
Renshaw,  the  Tavern  owner,  had  Just  completed  his  structure  a  few 
months  earlier. 

Trpxlition  adds  that  this  "ovation"  convinced  Abe  of  his  ability 
to  address  his  fellow  men. 


Lincoln  Questionnaire 


Name  of  town 


^p^^^ulV-       County  /V\^^<:>  ^   State  "T-il \  H-^  L3 


Date  or  dates  when  Lincoln  spoke  there    Lj\Hg-oV'a    V-oVe-^ V\0' \ e-V^g.\oSe^ — 

Has  a  marker  or  monument  ever  been  erected  to  commemorate  his  address?. 

DrtN€,>r  \AA-a.NrKe.\-t>  i^^^  vv^?t^ -^ov  auLdv^s^ 

If  so,  when  was  it  dedicated?   

Is  any  literature  referring  to  it,  or  a  photograph  of  it  available? 

Any  further  information  such  as  donor,  inscription  on  tablet,  or  other  data  of 
interest  would  be  appreciated. 


THE  SANGAMON  RIVER 


This    photograph  was  taken  from  the  exact  spot 
where  local  tradition    places  the  site  of  the 
Lincoln  cabin  in  Macon  County. 


MACON  COUNTY  HOMESTEAD  MARKER 


This  marker    is    located    in  the  yard  of  a  farm 
house  of  the  Scroggins    estate  ,  and  is  about  an 
eighth  of  a  mile  north  of  the  traditional  site  o 
the  cabin. 


THE  SANGAMON  RIVER 


When  Lincoln  left  home  and  started  life  for  himself, 
he  went  from  the  Moon  Co.  home  near  Decatur  to  Spring- 
field by  canoe,  floating  domi  the  Sangamon  River,  which 
he  was  to  follow  further  in  his  trip  to  New  Orleans.  The 
picture  shows  a  part  of  the  river  which  he  traversed. 


■Si.  V^' 


THE  MACON  COUNTY  HOME 

This  picture  shows  the  first  home  of  the  Lincolns 
in  Illinois,  situated  in  Macon  County,  seven  miles 
southwest  of  Decatur  on  the  Sangamon  river.    Bv.  1-104. 


THE  MACON  COUNTY  HOME  OF  THE  LINCOLNS 

This  engraving  shows  another  view  of  the  first 
Illinois    homestead.     The  figures  are  said  to 
represent    John  and  Dennis  Hanks,        The  Lincoln 
anniversary  edition  of  the  Lerna  Weekly  Eagle  for 
February,  1938,  states  that  this  cabin  was  removed 
in  1865  for  exhibition  in  Boston    and  Chicago,  and 
was  afterward  lost  by  an  English  syndicate  intending 
to    take  it  abroad. 
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PERMANENT  EXHIBITS 


GRANDMA'S  KITCHEN 


ONE  ROOM  SCHOOL 


TYPICAL  OF  ROTATING  EXHIBITS 


A  LIVING  MUSEUM 

meeting  "people-needs". .not  only  to  capture  our  heritage  but 
to  mirror  LIFE  in  our  Region.. its  industry,  its  schools,  its 
people  and  their  interests.. 

Group  Tours  and/or  old  fashion  dinners, 
may  be  arranged.  Phone  217-672-3658. 


LABOR 
DAY 
WEEKEND 


ANNUAL 
EVENT 


COMMEMORATING  1st  AIRPLANE  FLIGHT  DOWNSTATE 


A  WAY  OF  LIFE  RECAPTURED 


SHEEP  SHEARING 


APPLE  BUTTER  MAKING 


WOOL  CARDING 
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5326  North  Fork  Road 
Decatur,  Illinois  62523 


Christian  Co. 

^U^  VMSZ 


SEND  TO  A  FRIEND 


STAMP 
HERE 


NAME. 


ADDRESS. 


CITY. 


.STATE. 
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